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PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION (PRA) 
Airborne Forces Riders Branch (AFRB) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 
held at: 
PRA Club Cleethorpes
Thursday, 25th April 2026

Attendees

	Name
	Appointment
	Attended

	David Lang
	Chairman
	Yes

	Al Pearson
	Secretary
	Yes

	Alex Brownhill
	Treasurer
	Yes

	John Harratt
	Deputy Treasurer
	Yes

	Paul Moore
	Immediate Past President & Fund Raiser
	Yes

	Andy Rennison
	Deputy Webmaster
	Apologies

	Barbara Bone and Stephen Bone
	Social Media
	Yes

	Charlie McColgan
	Welfare
	Yes

	Ron Webster
	Standard Bearer
	Yes




AGENDA 

Opening remarks - Apologies
Andy Rennison,  Webmaster sent apologies 

1. Chairmans Opening Address
David Lang, Chairman, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He thanked them for their efforts during the year.  

2. Secretary’s Update
The secretary shared his report on the computer, showing detail of membership, PRA members and members by geographical area.

Total membership list - 639 / 490 x riders, 137 supporters and 16 unknown
PRA Members - 139 / 50 x Parachute Regiment and 89 associates
Countries of membership x 24 with 20 members with unknown countries of origin
County’s of membership within UK and Ireland x 74 of 92 possibles

The Secretary's report can be found at Appendix 1.

3. Membership Rationalisation

a. Reminder of rules.  Chairman reminded the committee of the rules, namely that Riders should be a member of the PRA and Supporters are encouraged to join the PRA.  All members must pay subs of £10 per year, as voted on at the AGM in 2024.  As per the secretary’s report it is clear we have too many non-committed members and we must rationalise the list and remove those that do not meet membership criteria in order to adhere to GDPR.

Action:  Secretary and Chairman to draft an email to go out to all registered members, who are unpaid for the calendar year 24-25 and 25-26, requesting payment.  Two communications were sent prior to this meeting requesting payments and commitments, the second being a final opportunity for those on the membership database to pay.

The membership list will now be rationalised to remove the data of those that no longer meet membership criteria.

b. Communication.  Communication will continue via three means, (social media, email from the Chairman and Secretary and the website)

c. The Chairman explained about the three types of membership moving forward:

i.  Riders - Those members that have served with Airborne Forces and are formally parachute trained.
ii. Supporters - Those valued members, whether civilian or serving or veterans that are not parachute trained.
iii.  Honorary Members - As yet we have had no official honorary members, however this is in our constitution and was voted in at the recent Trustee’s meeting to be included in our rules. Nominations for Honorary membership can be proposed for AFR members whose valued contribution goes above and beyond expectations.
The Chairman raised to the committee to present the following to the AGM to be made honorary members:
Phil Hannah
Paul Moore
Michael (Ziggy) Turnpenny

Proposed by - Dave Lang
Seconded by - Charlie McColgan

That this is formally presented to the AGM

Carried unanimously

4. Treasurer’s Update

Treasurers statement of accounts can be found at Appendix 2.

5. Fundraising Update
Paul Moore advised the committee that the main thrust for fundraising had been the AGM, however requested the committee and AFR members, to aim to do more in their local areas.  A suggestion was made to have people donate for AFR pins at the Armed Forces Day in Aldershot.

Action - Secretary to identify the criteria for bidding for a plot in Aldershot to carry out this fundraising - Secretary sent the RFI to the Secretary and Admin secretary of the PRA at the end of the meeting.

6. Social Media Update
a. Website - The chairman praised the efforts of Andy Rennison on his work on the website, which shows valuable and up to date information.

b. Facebook - 
Barbara Bone, explained there were 891 official members of the Facebook group.
Barbara also explained that the Facebook vetting process had worked in preventing unwanted persons from joining the group.

7. Welfare 
The welfare member explained he had been in recent touch with Terry Goss, who was hurt in a crash in Wales and reported in the previous AGM.  He is improving and recovering well.
The welfare member explained the sad truth about John Jeffrey’s daughter feeling abandoned after John’s death.  He had ensured he would remain in contact with her.

8. Standard Bearer 
The standard has been busy since Arnhem and has been carried officially on no less than 6 occasions since Arnhem.  The Standard Bearer member will remain the custodian but encouraged others to utilise it for any official outing where the AFR had presence.

9. Arnhem Accommodation.
The chairman explained that some excellent feedback had been received about the new Europarcs site in Oostappen.  It will remain the central hub for rides, however understood the expense and that some may choose to stay in another accommodation.

10. 2026 rides
A detailed list of rides can be found at appendix 3.
An additional ride has been added to the Arnhem ROR, which was minuted in the meeting in Arnhem 2025.  The grave of Pte Clarence Ash of 2nd Btn Staffordshire Regiment, who was found up stream, after the extraction from Arnhem during Operation Berlin.  His Grave is outside of the route for the present ROR, so the Arnhem advance party coming from the three ferry routes (Newcastle-Amsterdam / Hull-Rotterdam / Harwich-Hook of Holland) will meet at a combined location on Wed 16th Sep and perform the rose and cross laying, paying their respects in the normal way.

11. Funding Requests

a. Titch Cornish Funeral Costs - £698.49.  Another £198.49 was required to cover additional costs:
Proposed by - Alistair Pearson
Seconded by - Stephen Bone
That over and above the £500 already voted across, an additional £198.49 be voted over.  
Voted over unanimously

b. AFR pens - Cost of £172.79 
Proposed by - Ron Webster
Seconded by - Barbara Bone
That the £172.79 be voted over to pay for the pens to be used as a fundraising or gift to valued members
Voted over unanimously

c. President authority to spend up to £300 on wreaths and crosses where needed requires this increase from the original £100.
Proposed by - Paul Moore
Seconded by - John Harratt
That the presidents capability to purchase crossed and wreaths be increased to £300.
Voted over unanimously

d. Arnhem Oaks memorial requires an increase of £300 

Proposed by - John Harratt
Seconded by - Barbara Bone
That the Arnhem Oaks charity receives an uplift of £300 to be granted to support the project.  £200 of this to be paid to Charlie McColgan, to offset pat of the costs he paid for the movement of guests from Holland from his own pocket.
Voted over unanimously

e. 11 Btn memorial bench in Melton Mowbray - The welfare member explained the work he had done with Dutch counterparts on the 11 Btn memorial benches.  The committee agreed this would need additional funding moving forward and will be willing to support it.

12. Committee changes
There are no planned AFR committee changes all members are willing to remain in their posts at present.

13. Regional coordinators
The chairman spoke about the establishing of regional coordinators who would be happy to run events and rides in their region and volunteers would be welcomed.

14. Invitation to the Black Mafia RC 
The chairman explained we had been approached by the Black Mafia Riders Club to have an affiliation for support.  These riders recruit from the Light Infantry, Green Jackets and now Rifles battalions and do some excellent rides around the country.  This mutual support could benefit both the AFR and the Black Mafia RC moving forward.

Proposed by - Stephen Bone
Seconded by - John Harratt
That the affiliation and support to the Black Mafia RC should be approved
Voted over unanimously

15. Behaviour and Disciplinary process PRA
The secretary and chairman spoke about the Behaviour and disciplinary process that was published by the PRA.  Our conduct is exemplary on our rides and get togethers and we are already aligned to this document and fully support it.  The document has been uploaded onto the website.

16. AOB

a. Younger riders
The secretary explained about his attempt to encourage the younger riders to join and support the AFR and all are encouraged to recruit where possible

b. Moving the AGM to different PRA clubs
It was suggested by three people formally to move the AGM to PRA’s in different areas of the country to gather support from a wider audience.  The chairman will put this to the AGM to vote on.

 Next Meeting:  The next meeting is scheduled to take place in Arnhem on Thu 17 September 2026.


Appendix 1 – Summary of Decisions

	Ref
	Summary of Decisions
	Decision Maker

	25/04/26
D1
	It was unanimously agreed that the suggestion to make Phil Hannah, Paul Moore and Michael (Ziggy) Turnpenny honorary members
To be put to the AGM to agree
	Proposer: Chairman
Vote: Carried Unanimous

	25/04/26
D2
	That an additional £198.49 be voted over to cover the costs associated with Titch Cornish funeral
	Proposer: Secretary
Vote: Carried Unanimous

	25/04/26
D3
	That the £172.79 be voted over to pay for the pens to be used as a fundraising or gift to valued members
	Proposer: Standard Bearer
Vote: Carried Unanimous

	25/04/26
D4
	That the chairman's capability to purchase wreaths and crosses in support of AFR business to be increased from £100 to £300
	Proposer: Immediate Past President & Fund Raiser
Vote: Carried Unanimous

	25/04/26
D5
	That the Arnhem Oaks charity receives an uplift of £300 to be transferred to Charlie McColgan and the  Lincolnshire Branch of the PRA
	Proposer: Deputy Treasurer
Vote: Carried Unanimous

	25/04/26
D6
	That the affiliation and mutual support to the Black Mafia RC be supported
	Proposer: Social Media (Stephen Bone)
Vote: Carried Unanimous





Appendix 2 – Summary of Actions
	Ref
	Summary of Actions
	Owner
	Target Completion Date

	18/09/25
A1
	Secretary and Chairman to draft an email to go out to all registered members, who are unpaid for 2025, requesting payment.  Two communications will be sent prior to the AGM in 2026.
	David Lang
Al Pearson
	AGM 2026

	18/09/25
A2
	The webmaster to remove the legacy hidden names
	Andy Rennison
	October 2025







2

image1.jpg




image2.png




